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Delta Shipping Under 
Control 


Third Party Ships Finding | 
More Difficulties s 


Fears are expressed by the Chinese 
press that shipping to Hsingkong, 
important coastal district in Kiangsu 
on the north bank of the Yangtze, 
will be so strictly controlled by the 
military there that there will be 
little chance for third party shipping 
interests to get business. 

Confirming a report which was 
published by this journal some weeks 
ago, the report states that there are 
many small boats and junks in the 
district and that the men manning 
them force other boats carrying 
cargo destined for third: party 
steamers to sail to other steamers 
preferred by the men in the patrol- 
ling junks, 

Monopoly of passenger traffic is 
also alleged. People who do not 
travel by the appointed steamers are 
searched and some third party steam- 
ers anchored off Hsingkong cannot 
load cargo and recently such a 
steamer returned to Shanghai without 
much cargo eo could have been 
shipped here from Hsingkong. 

ranibortation of leather, bristies 
and other native goods from that 
district to Shanghai came under 

es control la: year. The transporta- 
tion of cattse, including pigs, is being 
effectively controlled, it is stated. 


Ne Teen 2 2 eee ener eA wane 


SHANGHAI EVENING POST & MERCURY. 


MAY 1 1939 : 


en 
io 


04 


Nippon Shipping Takes 
Lead In Chinese Ports 


The Japanese flag during March made ancther sherp advance 
in the foreign shipping of the China ports and definitely Occupied 
the first place far ahead of the British flug, The tonnage cf 
vessels entered trom and cleared for abroad in Chinese ports 
during March, 1939, totalled 2,552.135 tons. whereof 034.003 tons 
sailed under the Rising Sun standard, Japanese shinping in 
Chinn increased over the previous manth by 111.80 toms, 

British shipping in Chinese sea ports in Muareh also tnereascd 
by %74.0C2 tons, but totalled only 791.06 tons. While the Japanese 
Nay dominated in all of the North China ports the British 
flag retained the lead in the harbors of South China. Both 
Jayanese and British shipping together accounted for 73 percent 
of all the foreign shipping in the Chinn ports during the month 
under review, 

Of the other nations, the Norwegians with 209,0C@ tons and 
the Germans with 141.000 tons of shipping occupied the third 
and fourth places, respectively. In the fifth place we find 
Cninesc shipping. including junks, under the flags of the various 
“puppet” regimes, totaling 138.090 tons. Most of this Chinese 
shipping traffic was transacted ‘by the North China ports. 

Half of the whole foreign shipping of all the China ports is 
recounted for by the shipping of Shanghai alone, amounting 
to 1,264,600) tons in March. Gulf of Chihii ports and Tsingtao 
accoumed for another 1,C81,6CO tons. whereof Tsingtao contrituted 
304.009; Tientsin 277.CC3; and Chinwangtao 229,000 tons. The 
increase in ‘shipping’ over February was all in Shanghat and the 
hnerthern ports. 

Shipping in the South Chinu ports showed another decline, 
due chiefly to renewed Japanese naval and air operations against 
ports under Chinese control. Of the latter, Swatow was leading 
with a total shipping of 185,000 tons. Foreign shipping in Amoy 
umounted to only 79,09C tons. 
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REPORT 


Subject. .......... Wigation in the sangtze iver. 


she yangtze xiang (yvangtze niver) Steam 
savizgation vompany, with an office in noom 602, 6th 
floor, 160 Avenue Wdward vil, has voluntarily gone 
out of existence, without any plan regarding the 
commencement of service on the :angtze niver being 
settled. ‘the place is now occupied by the hiang 
Tung (3X gh yg Steamship Company, organized by the 
original staff or the rangtze Kiang Company, which 
Operates as an agent ot the inland steam wavi gation 
Gompany, s.orth nonan noad, 

the weKen.e which hitherto formed the backbone | 
in the formation oz the xyangtze niang steam w2Vi gation 
Company has apparently withdrawn its support of the 
scheme and is now handling the navigation in the 
Yangtze civer itseif with twenty-five steamers of 
from 1,000 to 3,500 tons exch. uf the twenty-five 
steamers, seven will gail between shanghai and wuhu 


while the remaining eighteen between Shanghai and 
Hankow. 


the nek eK. also supplies five te ten steam 
boats.of 700 tons each to the inland vavi gation Co. 
(Japanese), worth Honan xoad, for navigation in the 
Yengtee River between Shanghai and places below Wuhu. 
in view of the flourishing business on this line, 
the inland navigation vompany has recently formed a 
vangtze Kiang Department. 


As a rule, all the Japanese steamers earry 


exclusively Japanese manufactured Commodities to the 


iM e Vile No. 
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interior and brin-s back to ehan:hai on their return 
trips native products, consisting cniefiy of food 
anc provisions. thus, the Japanese by monopolizing 
the navigation in the river have been placed ina 
position to dump tneir manufactured soods in tne 
rangtze valley and effect control over the products 
from the same revion. 
at is reported that on January &£<&, 1939 
some 4,000 tins ot kerosene oil of the Asiatic 
retrolteum company whilst on. way from shan-hai to 
a certain port in the upper rangtze were intercepted 
at vhinklang by vapanese wilitary worces stationed 
there and detained, while the vapanese responsible 
b. for the transyortation were reprimanded for having 
rendered tneir service to foreigners, the fate of 
the detained goods ig not known, 
vuring the fiscal year under review, the 
Vhinese contractor, one‘.i vah xuen Fit ) who 
undertakes the loading and unloading of cargoes 
On behalf ot the NeK.Ke in the various Lrangtze 
ports gained a profit amounting to #150,000.00. rhe 
huge profit gained by the contractor will give an idea 
\Le | of the size of income derived by the w.K.K. from 


the monopolization of the navigation in the rsangtze 


y) tiver, the definite amount of which ig unknown, 
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Shipping Monopoly In China’ 


Japanese Said Lacking | 


CHINA PRESS. 


FEB 15 1939 


Tonnage To Reopen 
Yangtse Now 


One cf the chief grievances cf 
foreign interests in China today is 
the continued closure cf major 
waterways to non-Japanese ship- 
ping. 

The Yangtse River, despite repeat- 
ed and vigorous nrgtests, has re- 
mained barred to foreign ships’ for 
the past 14 months. A_ similar: 
situaticn today prevails on the 
Pearl River, as well as cn other 
waterways of lesser importance. 

Ceastal lanes, although reniaining 
open to fcreign firms, have aJso. 
been lined by ever-growing restric-: 
tions. 

While the Japanese have consist- 
ently used the specious “military 
necessity" argument, it has been 
pointed out by competent observers 
that Tckyc’s obVious ‘aim has ‘been| 
tc keep foreign shipping cut: of' 
Chinese inland waters until Japan-’ 
ese’ concerns had gained a secure 
foothold. 

Especially true has this been, it 
was emphasized, in the case cf the, 
Yangtse River, one of Asia's most 
important channels of trade .and 
communication. _ 

To have cpened this great water- 
way. during the past few months, 
particularly at its present kcw water 
level, requiring shallow draft vessels, 
would have permitted :the British 
chipping firms to revive their once 
thriving river transportation busri- 
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Ni: 9pon’s Goal Said To Establish Seeure 


Waterwat? 


Then, a shert time after 
Mr. 
Murata's return to Tokyo, the Tok: } 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun published. on 
October 11, 1938, the follcwing: 
‘Preparations for the creation of 


the national molicy shipping com- . 
pany in China tasked with the 
execution of the Japanese national 


Premotion Company are - tasked 
with the similar duties on land, are 
steadily progressing, and it is likely 
that the giant shipping company 
will be established by the end of 
this year.” : 

Actually the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha 
has been established and operating 
for the past several months alonz; 
the lines elaborated by Mr. Murata 
but its success in the way of a 
monopoly has been only on totally 
pretected routes: the Yangtse and 
the Pearl Rivers. 

Single Managcment 

“Majer lines to se brought under 
the management cf the pro} 
chipping firm are. as a principle,” 
the Nichi Nichi Shimsan said, “the 
Japanese regular lines -cetween 
China and Japan, along the Chinese 
ceatie and un the Yangtse River; 
including beth the government 
crdered lines and the free lines. 

“In view ef the importance cf th? 
freignt to be transported cn these 
lines, however, a part cr the tramp 
rcutes concerned will also ke placed 
under the centre] of the new con- 
cern.” 

This “determined - shipping 
with Great Brita 
envisaged by Mr. 
in progress for some months past. 
that the Yangtse River 
and in all 


ot 
to handle all the freight and 
sengers offered on the river 


effective the Nisshin 
monopcly, 


| This profitadle cp212-ion, however, 
te a ecnsiderable cxtent hinges on 
|the Nisshin Kisen Katsha’s ability 
ite squecze susiness in scme cf the 
‘mest profitable commodities and 

crts from the cid entrenched 
British firms. 

Aleng the weoris ef the China 
Coast, in spite cf the strenuous 
efferts the Japanese, with the co- 
cperaticn cf their armed fcrces and 
their punfe. governments, have been 
making during the past few months, 
the big fcre:zn firms have con- 
tinued their cperaticns and in scme! 
cases acluaily expanded. 

Not A Success 

For the present, it must, there- 

| cre, be ccncluded, the program as 


outlined by Mr. Murata last Sertem- 
ber, althcugh competently and 
actively pvshed by his subordinates 
and his ccuntry’s arnfed forces, has 
net been a success. It is still too 
early to judge, however. as the 
‘Jaranese are handicapped by a Jack 
cf tcnneze: a disadvintage they 
are making every effort tc cverceme. 

In the case cf the Yangtse River, 
ihe Japanese success is also relative. 
They have been able to exclude 
third-power vessels by an arbitrary 
ideclaraticn cf ncwer, but in so dcing 
,they have also penalized them- 
selves, 

With the coming of Spring, and 
the rise in the water level of the 
Yangtse, some iccal' commercial an+ 
shipping ccservers anticipate that 
the river will be re-o; 5 

The chief factor in the re-cpen- 
ing, these men believe, is the 
Fersibility that the Jepanese mov 
\this year have available a fleet cf 
deep sea vessels for service on the 
tiver during the high water period. 


Under the pretext th-t the Yrngtsze ise still 
-uthtritics say thet they ccnn t 


the J7p7nesc 
As 72 


adcnger uS», 
re-cpen the Yongtsze f'r f reign ne-vigrati’n. 
1t present 17 J2p nese stermers 


mittcr -f fsct, there -re 
c7rrying ~ut 7 reguler service 9l ng the Yongtszee 
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Ta Mei Wan Pao (Noon Edition) s- 5. 2-34 (P/)) 


4éccording to information secured by foreign 
circles, owners of Japanese tramp steamers held a meeting 
sometime this week at the Astor House to discuss plans 
of co-operation in the shipping vusiness along the 
Yangteze. 

The. other day it was reported that the object 
of this meeting was to establish a new organization to be 
affilisteawith the Central China Development Company to 
control navigation along the Yangtsze. About 50 persons 
attended the meeting, each of whom is the owner of two 
snips. i é 
It is learned thet the Japanese tranp steamers 
vere formerly permitted by the Japanese naval <nd military 
authorities to sail in various waters, but this permission 
has now been withdrawn. For this reeson, owners of 
cnese steamers held the meeting to discuss the situation. 

It is learned that the meeting did not pess 
any resolutions. Another meeting will be held ina 
few days to submit a certain demand to the Javanese 
authorities. 
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Further to Special Brench report dated December 14, 
1938 regarding the formation by the Japanese authorities 
of a lerge shipping company for the Yangtse trade, it has 
now been ascertained that this company is known as the 
“Yang Tse Kiang (Yangtse River) Steam Navigation Company®" 
(4H Fiz 4 BEG @ ) with offices at present in Room 602, 6th 
floor, 160 Avenue Edward Vll. 

The manager of this company is one Pan Sing-san 
(Bw =z ) who, it is known, has used the fictitious name 
of Pan Zoong-zunel 7H 4# 42). Pan Sing-san, age sbout 40, 
a netive of Chekiang, owns motorcar No. 1811, which is 
registered in his: neme (Pan Sing-san), and the address 
given is'No. 88 Rue Marcel Tillot. Discreet enquiry in 
this locality shows that he originally resided at 86 Rue 
Marcel Tillot, but removed about two months ago to somewhere 
in the vicinity of Jesafield Village. His brief 
antecedents are as follows:— 

; Prior to the outbreak of the recent local Sino- 
whetitaiwiais hostilities, Pan was employed by the Nisshin Kisen 
Kaisha as a foreman of wharf coolies. When the majority 
of the Chinese employees of the N.K.K. left the company 
owing to the hostilities, Pan alone continued in the service 
with the result he gained the confitience of his Japanese 
employers. In October, 1938, he, in conjunction with two 
others named Wone( = ~) and Zau( ep ), established a 
company known as the "Shanghai Steam Launch Co.® in Room 
602, 160 Avenue Edward V1l. This company is a branch of 
the "Shanghai Inland Steam Launch Company", North Soochow 
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Road, a Japanese concern, but at present is practically 
non-existent because of a case of missappropriztion by 
Wong and Zau who were dismissed. Soon afterwards the 
“Yang Tse Kiang Steam Navigation Co." was established by 
Pan with an office at the same address. 
It is not known whether the “Yang Tse Kiang Steam 
Navigation Co.” has decided upon any definite plan regerding 
the commencement of service on the Yangtse River but it is 
believed that they have no steamers with which to stert the 
service and they are also holding back until they have seen 
the repercussions from the foreign authorities concerned. 
In the meantime, navigation along the. Yangtse River 
as far as Wuhu is being undertaken since December 20, 1938, 
by the Shanghai Inland Steam Launch Company, North Soochow 
Road (agency for the N.K.K.)(@ Sino-Japanese concern), which 
has two river steamers carrying freight only. In operating 
this service, this company has secured the cooperation of 
the Heng Foong Navigation Co. (127 ie ns) )( Sino-Japanese) 
278 Kiangse Road, which is responsible for the safe Passage 
of those steamers through that part of the Yangtse below 


. the Kiangyin-boom as that area is infested with active 
guerilla units. 
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NAVIGATION ALONG THE YANGTZE 


The Lower Yangtze from the Kiangyin Forts 
uv" rds hes been closed to nevigation since: th. frll of 
Nanxine rnd Hangchow, but Jananese goods hev: beun 
transvorted in large quantities to occupied -r as under 
tis cloek of military requirements. As the control of 
tr-::portetion and nevigation plong the Yangtze ie in 
tnzir kends, the Jepanese authorities have acquired a 
rar: opportunity for the extensive dieposal of trcir 
Soodce 

As the Yangtze is closely releted to the 
Pros 2 rity of the interior districts of China ad with 
* vicw to bringing ebout a complete control of nc vigetion 
elon... this river, the Japanese suthorities have elreedy 
strrt-d preperetions to establish a large shipping company 
in s..enghai with e onpital of 310,000,000 to ongege 
exclusively in nevigation ond transportetion businese 
cloa- the Yangtze River. 

Recently a mecting was held at tie Jepenese 
Club in kongkew, at which a Cheirman of the 5oerd of 
Dir-ctors of the company was elected and ths d-te for its 
forin-1 ineuguration was fixed. Its offices will be located 
in tie ditsui Benk Building. In addition to the Yengtze, 
th. compeny, after its formel cstablishment, will -lso 


assum. control of navigation slong other rivers. The 
Povcre, especially Britain and the U.-S.A., will suffer 
mor: logeses. 

At present only boata belonging to 
tac Nieshin Kisen Kaisha, a Japanese shipping concern, 
ars -lloweé@ to the pass through the Kiangyin Boom; the 
Sstemacre of Butterfield & Swire and of the Indo-China 
Steam Kevigation Company, Ltd. c only sail between 
Shanghei and Tiensunkiang (2/4 es) The Nisshin Ki sen 


Kaisna is building four 1,200-ton steamers for the 
Yangtze servicee 
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December 21, 1938. Morning Translation 


Sastern Times :- 


FORMATION OF A "“YANGTSE SHIPPING CO.PANY" 


While strong representations are being lodged 
with Japan by Britain, america, France and other Fowers over 
tae re-opening of the Yangtse River, a "Yangtse Shipping 
Company“ SAR FHWNSit) has been organized by Je panese 
merchants with a capital of $10,000,000. Ite offices are 
loceted in the Mitsui Bank building. It is said that 
ostensibly the company is a Sino-Japanese enterprise but 
in reality it will be operated by the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha. 

According to information secured ‘wy our reporter, 
the new company owns 16 vessels whioh will first be placed 
for service along the Yangtse and later ten of the ships 
will ply between North and South China. At present foreign _ 
ste&:-ers plying the Yangtse are not allowed to proceed beyond 
Hain Kong (Fa ) on the Lower Yangtse, while the important 
vorts such as Tien Sung Kong (2 £15). Kiangyin, etc., are 
visited only by vessels belonging to the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha. 
Therefore, all the foreign shipping companies are operating 
at heavy loss due to the strong competition and ereatly 
reduced freight charges offered by Japanese vessels, 
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Local Shipping 
Little Changed 


In November 


Japanese Traffic Makes 
Some Advance fn 
Shanghai 


No changes of consequence occur- 
red in Shanghai's shipping last 
month, The total shipping move- 
ment in this city’s port, as expre: 

.n tonnage, was about one per cent 
cower than the month before. 

Total tonnage of vessels entering 
‘rom and clearing for abroad, as well 
as from and for Chinese inland 
soints, decreased somewhat, while 
there was a slight increase in ship- 
ping to and from other Chinese 
sea ports. Japan's share in Shang- 
hai's shipping increased by but a 
wnall percentage. 

The movements of local trade and 
shipping of late months failed to 
torrespond. In October, Shanghai's 
foreign: trade decreased but the 
shipping movement increased by 20 
ver cent. In November, local trade 
rose strongly in volume and value, 
but shipping failed to join in. 

Altogether 131 vessels totaling 
380,009 tons entered our port from 
abroad, i.e. 14 vessels and 21,792 tons 
less than the previous month. Under 
the British flag. there entered seven 
vessels -and 5,000 tons less, while 
under the Rising Sun flag two more 
vessels and 21,000 more tons arrived. 
At a large distance followed. in the. 

. order of their importance in to-. 
. ‘al tonnage. German, French, 
: ltalian. Norwegian, Netherlands, 
Danish. and Paname-registered 
ships. Not a single American vessel : 
2ntered port, and but one vessel fly-, 
‘ng the Stars and Stripes cleared: 
for abroad. {\ 

In the shipping between Shangha!; ‘ 
and other Chinese sea ext. 231! 7 3 
vessels, displacing 282,926 tons arriv-i 

: ad, ie. one vessel and 2,800 tons} 
53 nore than during the month before.| 
n this category, British ships en- 
“ering port decreased by 10 vessels, 
and 20,000 tons, while Japanese, 
‘‘raffic increased by five vessels: and, 

‘7,000 tons. 

. There followed, in the order of’ 
‘heir relative —— during the} : 
month under Norwegian.: .-"~ 
etee anes ‘Danish, Ger- 
: Panamanian, 


: Portuguese, 
reek, Swedish, French, and Ameri-) . 
van vensels. ‘ 
' rom Chinese inland places, an: 
. ,7easels of 171,096 tons entered our: 
- jnort, Le. five vessels more, but 
“tons less than in October. 
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Nippon Tramp 
Owners Talk 
Combine Plan 


Japanese owncrs of tramp steam- 
ers met early this week in the 
Astor House Hotel to discuss plans 
tor a combine operating on the 
Yangtse, it was learned yesterday 
by Tue Cuina Press. 

Although it had been reported 
previously that the meeting was 
convened in order to form a com- 
rany holding monopoly navigation 
rights on the Yangtse as a sub- 
sidiury of the Central China 
Nevelopment Company. investiga- 
tions yesterday revealed that of 
approximately 50 owners attending 
the conference, few owned more 
than two vessels. 

It was reported that the owners 
of these vessels formerly operated 
under permits issued by the Japan- 
esc army and navy authorities, but 
owing to the withdrawal of these 


permits, they had been comovelled to. 


consider action to meet the new 
situation. 

Nd final decision was reached 
at the meeting held at the beginning 
of this week. and it is believed that 
another meeting of cwners will be 
held in the near future, following 
further negotiations with the 
Japanese authorities. 
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Discreet enquiries have been made in connection 


with the report published in the local Chinese press of 
December 12, 1938, to the effect that the Japanese authorities 
have formed & new “Yangtse Shipping Company", which, it is 
further stated, was inaugurated recentiy in the Astor House, 
Whangpoo Road. So far no confirmation can be obtained of 
this inaugural meeting but it has been learned that in 
consequence of the Sino-Japanese hostilities along the 
Yangtse River, Japanese steamship companies suffered serious 
losses and following the occupation of the Wuhan area by 
Japanese forces, the Government has been considering ways 
and means for the resumption of navigation @long the Yangtse 
to be given exclusively to those Japanese interests which 
have suffered. 
This monopoly which would be a gold mine for 

those com anies has been religiously fought for by the 
Japanese steamship companies concerned, and the Japanese 
Government has decided to grant this monopoly to the Nisshin 
Kisen Kaisha whose office is at 5 The Bund, because this 
ompany has suffered the most in the hostilities. In 
pwarding this monopoly the Japanese Government stipulates 
that the undertaking of navigation on the Yangtse by the 
Nisshin Kisen Kaisha should be done in cooperation with 
Chinese intereats in order to guard againat any international 
question being brought upe 

An important representative of the management of 
the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha, following this intimation by the 
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-2e 
Government, has made repeated approaches to Mr. Yu Ya 
Ching, Chinese member of the S.M.C. and manager of the 
San Peh Steamship Co., now known as Italo-Chinese 
Navigation Co., 93 Canton Road, during the past months, 
with a request that Mr. Yu and his colleagues in the 
steamship trade cooperate with the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha 
in restoring nivigation on the Yangtse River with a view 
to rehabilitating the area, but up to the present, Mr. 
Yu Ya Ching has refused cooperation. 

Having failed in negotiations with Mr. Yu, the 
management of the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha fully realized the 
futility of trying other sources, but at the same time 
are afraid that they may lose the privilege granted them 
py the Government and that this monopoly may be transferred 
to other Japanese companies. In an effort to off-set 
this failure they have therefore decided to make use of 
vhinege compradores anda other Chinese employees in the 
employ of the company prior to the outbreak of the 
hostilities to assist them in their business. it is 
reported that there is one among them named yan Zoong cung - 
iB t4 4= ) who has been given the compradore position of 


this new firm. 

This company has a temporary office at present 
in the Nisshin Kisen Kaisha Building, 5 The Bund, and will 
commence functioning on January ts 1939, with 10 steamers 
which will take passengers and freight and ply between 
Shanghai and Baokow. ‘ 
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Further enquiries are still proceeding. 
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(Four Foreign 
Vessels Held 
By Japanese 


Ges man, British, Italian 
_ Coasters Held Pending | 
Identification 


' 

Four more ships, two Gerinan, 
one British and one Italian, have 
been detained by the Japanese 
authorities, it was learned here 
yes'erday. 

Seized by the Japanese navy off 
Haimen, river port on the northern 
‘bank of the Yangtse, near the es- 
tuary, the German-owned 40-ton 
coaster ss. Viking, returnec here 
yesterday morning under a Japan- 
ese naval convoy. The ship was 
tied up at buoys 17 and 18 off 
Yangtszepoo. ~ 

The vessel was chartered by the 
Yat Shing Shipping Agency, and 
left Shanghai for Hsinhwa, near 
Foochow, on April 29. When it was 
seized on the day following its 
departure, the ship was carrying 
‘five passengera and a large quantity 
of cargo, comprising largely cotton 
yarn and fiour. 

Both the passengers and cargo are 
believed to be detained still. 

Another German vessel, the 
Kondor, property of Reuter, 
Brockelmann & Co. was also 
reported to have been seized by 
the Japdnese navy while-en route 
= Haimen. The ship is now moor- 
ed off Yangtqzepoo, near the Viking. 
At. the Japanese press conference 
_yesterday,. it. was announoed .that 
‘two steamers, one British and one 
Italian, have been detained by the 
Japanese naval authorities for in- 
quiries into their legal status. 

The British steamer Lalita, it was 
jadmitted by the naval spokesman, 
was detained off Foochow on April 
27, but no details regarding the 
charges brought, or: the:. present 
——- of the -vessel, were then in 

his hands." 
Italian Ship Detained - 


Brought up river under Japanese / 


NORTH-CHINA DAILY NEWS, 


MAYS 1999 


British Ship Held 
By Japanese 


A British vessel, the ss. 
Lalita, was seized* by the 
Japanese Navy off Foochow on 
April 27. Asked by a corres- 
pondent why the vessel was 
being detained, the naval 
spokesman at yesterday’s press 
conference admitted the deten- 
tion, but stated that he had only 
brief information. 

The Tembien, registered 
with the Italian authorities, 
was boarded by Japanese on 
Wednesday night, while tied up 
at Buoys 23 and 24 in the 
Whangpoo. Investigations into 
her status are proceeding, but, 
according to the spokesman, 
passengers were allowed to go 
ashore and cargo has been re- 
leased. 
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SHANGHAI TIMES, 


MAYS 1939 


Shanghai-Wenchow Ship 


Service Is Resumed 


Wenchow Military Authorities Telegraph To Local 
Firms Permitting Shipments; Business In 
Southern Port Carried By Night 


Local shipping firms are ncw 
making preparations for the re- 
1 sumpticn of Shanghai-Wenchow 
shipping services, following the 
receipt early this week of a report 
that the Chinese defence authori- 
ties have granted permission for 
their so doing, it was reported yes- 
terday. 

The port has been closed to ship- 
ping since April 23. when all the 
steamers in the Oukiang River, 
Wenchow, were ordered to leave 
‘the bocm areas. Since then, the 
report stated, the Chinese military 
‘authorities have completed their 
defence ‘works. The boom has 
not been closed to-date, as apparent- 
ly the situation in Wenchow at the 
momunt does not warrant the taking 
cf such a step. 

With a view to. facilitating the 
transportion of cargo and the move- 
ment of passengers, according to 
the report, the Wenchow military 
authurities have now wired local 
shipping circles giving permission 
fur them to resume the Shanghai- 
Wenchow shipping services. 


Ningpo Service 


The vesumption of  Shanghai- 
Tinghai and Tinghai-Ningpo ship- 
ping services has been permitted 
since a week ago. 

A great volume of cargo-carrying 
trade is expected shortly, in view 
of the large quantities of goods - 
now stcred up in Wenchow, while 
large quantities of merchandise ere | 
awaiting shipment to Wenchow, it: 
was intimated in local shipping. 
circles yesterday. 7 

In view of recent heavy Japanese 
air raids over Ningpo and Wenchow, 
the Chinese defence authorities 
have instructed that business be; 
conducted. by shops during the! 
night, instead of during the day,’ 
accerding to information obtained 
from local shipping circles. Native, 
banks in Ningpo have also been, 
instructed by their guild@ to conduct; 
business between the hours of 5 
and 8 p.m., commencing April 29,, 
it was further stated. ; 
9 ie | 
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Leo J, Miller was born in Philadelphis, Pennéylvania, 
ou September 16, 1884; he is at present the secretery of the 
American Club, 209 Foochow Road, where he is now residing. 
fener he _ Accompanied by his wife who is also a citizen of 
.the United States, Miller is reported to have ‘orrived in 

—_Shanghei during the year 1932 from either Honolulu or Manila 
where, according to the statements of certein of his 
acquaintences who are resident in Shanghai, he served as a 
-— lieutenant in the United States Army. In view of the fact 
that at various times he has described himself as a dacteriolo- 
ad_clerk, it is possible that at one time he held a: 


aya position in the Medical Service. | 


a cor considerable period and depended to a great extent on 


_._his_ wife, Mrs. Marguerite Miller, who succeeded in obte ining 


@ position on the staff of the National Committee of the 


Y.W.CeAs and was later appointed secretary to Dre. Ge Sellett 


by whom she is still employed. At present, pending the 


_cessation of the local hostilities, Mrs, Miller is residing 


|__in Manila. _ ‘ sii i iadap Ba taialccnienasils Gis <sssdtiasite sca 

It_has been learned from a number of SEES. that 

\ ; in 19335 or later, Miller was employed in a clerical capacity a 
oe by &8n organization believed to have been known as the en 
* [. “Tobacco Sellers Federation", no information of such an _ 7 


organization, however, is at present available; subsequently 


as —Miller secured s temporery post with the American Chamber of 


Commerce 


In_ 19356, probably in July or Augus Miller was 
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successful in obt®ining & position as a “costs*® clerk in the 


_ firm of A. Walker & Co., interior wood decoretors, tHe 


premises of which ere located at 120, Chemilpo Road. This 
_concern is owned end managed by 2 British born subject, one 

_Mr, Aubrey Walker. In March, 1937, Miller realising his 
_inability to perform the work required of him owing to his 
leck of technical training, resigned his position and _on the 

__resignation of Mr. JeL. Holbrook from the secretzsryship of _ 

_ the American Club was himself sppointed secretery of the 

. aforesaid institution. _ ieee cous nnti 


Despite his resignetion from A. Walker & Co., it | 


is understood that Miller has not entirely severed his 


connection with thie business ss the company is still indebted 


to him for a sum of money, the amount of which has not been. 


__ ascertainede _ 


Discreet enquiries have failed to yield any 


information of 8 nature detrimental to Leo J. Miller who 
appears to be @ reliable and honest man of average intelligence 
and strong pro-American sympathies, 
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With reference to the attached extraets from 
the China Press and other local foreign newspapers 
dated May 5, 1939, reporting the detention by the 
Japanese Naval Authorities of a number of foreign 
owned vessels operating along the China coast, 
enquiries have elicited the following information 
concerning the s.se "Tempien", an Italian owned 
coaster and incidentally one of the vessels in 
question. 

Subsequent to the recent aerial bombardment 

at Ningpo during which a large casualty list was 
a. wht OEY involved, the local Ningpo Fellow Countrymen's 
Association, in response to an urgent appeal from 
Ningpo, decided tc offer medical relief as the 
firet step towards the guccour of the wounded 
people. Accordingly, arrangements were made 
for the charter of the s.s. "Tembien" of the 
Sino-Italtan Shipping Company, 935 Canton Road, for 
the transportation of a staff of doctors and nurses. 
numbering 88 persons, one hundred bags of wheat 
from the Red Cross Society, and some twenty seven 
balss of medical supplies for the reliet of refugeese 
At 4 p.m. on May 1, 1939, the vessel sailed for Ningpo 
and at 5 aem. the next day, May 2, 1939, when it 
was in sight of its destination, a small Japanese 
naval unit signalled the vessel to halt outside the 


harbour. Seme 17 naval ratings of the Japanese 
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ship then boarded the vessel and conducted a search 
oft the “Temoien*, and the vessel's entry into the 
harbour was forbidden. At 10 peme May 2, 19%, 
the s.s. "Tembien*® sailed on its return voyage to 
Shanghai and arrived at Woosung on the morning 
of May 5, 1959, where it was again detained by 
the Japanese naval authorities. The ship was 
released at 7 p.m. the same date, May 3, 1939, and 
berthed &t buoys No. 20 and 21 on the Van gpoo, 
the medical staff of 88 persons proceeding gshore 
to the Customs Jettye 

¢ ‘ In connection with the incident, the Italian 
Consular authorities are understood to have commenced 
proceedings with the local Japanese authorities with 
& view to claiming compensation for the loss incurved 


as @ result of the occurrence. 
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